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Count Seckendorff: had been with the family all the time,
a quiet and sympathetic sharer in their terrible trouble, but
now Radolinsky arrived from Berlin with his private instruc-
tions from ' the Chief.' Remarking blandly that he had
expected to find the Crown Prince already dead, softly
retailing the most vicious Berlin gossip to the Crown Princess
while mocking Seckendorff with snarling eyes, soothing his
mistress with one breath and lacerating her heart with the
next, the accepted faithful friend, he brought the first
disturbing element into the new home.

The ground floor at the Villa was turned into a suite for
the Crown Prince and Princess. Sophie, Margaret, and
Victoria had their rooms upstairs. Sir Morell Mackenzie
arrived on the day after they moved in. He had been
knighted by Queen Victoria, at the request of her daughter,
for his services to the Prussian Royal Family. No wonder
the German doctors were ready to hate him now! The
case, indeed, was about to enter a new and disgusting phase
in which the cure of the Crown Prince was perhaps the least
important factor. It had come to a great quarrel with the
German doctors over medical honour, with the Hohen-
zollerns, including William, Henry, and Charlotte, the
doctors, the Berlin Government, and the German people
ranged on one side, and on the other side Morell Mackenzie,
the Crown Princess and her helpless dying husband, who
might at any moment be Emperor, backed supposedly by
Queen Victoria and the Prince of Wales, the latter of whom,
with the best intentions, but very ill-advisedly, came to stay
at Villa Zirio.

As a matter of fact, Queen Victoria does not appear to
have been by any means satisfied with the omnipotence of
Morell Mackenzie. She let fall remarks which hinted that
she believed he might be chiefly a self-seeker, and we find
the daughter complaining that someone must have been
telling tales to her mother. Not the least interesting aspect of
the affair was that Morell Mackenzie, according to William II,
had the means for persuading certain sections of the
Berlin Press to sponsor him at the expense of tbe German